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GCSE French 
(2024)

Unpacking the Speaking 
Exam



Agenda

Part 1 – Overview of the Speaking component

• Read aloud task and mark schemes

• Role play task and mark scheme

• Picture task (including follow-on questions) and conversation, plus mark schemes

Part 2 – Unpacking exemplars (language specific)

• Resources, support and further training

• Close



Today’s goals

• Brief recap of what's new and what's not in the 

Speaking paper

• Increase familiarity with the individual tasks and mark 

schemes

• Understand the application of the mark schemes to 

exemplar material (language specific)

• Know how to access resources, on-going support and 

upcoming training
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Overview of the 

Speaking component



Speaking at a glance

*Recommended

Marks Task details Foundation Higher

Preparation 14 mins + 1 min in privacy

Task 1: 

Read Aloud

12 

(8+4)

• Read aloud (8 marks)

• 2 straightforward questions related to 

content  (4 marks)

1.5–2 minutes* 2–2.5 minutes*

Task 2: 

Role play

10 • Roleplay 1–1.5 minutes* 1–1.5 minutes*

Task 3: 

Picture task

28

(8+4+16)

• Picture description (8 marks)

• 2 straightforward questions related to 

content (4 marks)

• Conversation (16 marks)

Situated in thematic context selected and 

prepared by student, but TE freedom to 

develop a natural conversation across contexts

Description: 

1.5–2 minutes*

Conversation: 

3–3.5 minutes*

Description: 

2–2.5 minutes*

Conversation: 

5–5.5 minutes*

TOTAL 50 7–9 mins 10–12 mins



What's new? What's not?

New Not

Read aloud / SSCs Role play (although the fact that it's 

transactional only is different)

Focus of picture task Grade targets

Choice of pictures Total timings of the exam

Transitions and rubrics in English

Mark schemes (for RA and Picture task / 

conversation)

Prep time

Annotating
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Read Aloud



Read Aloud passage by tier

Foundation Higher

Based in one of the 6 thematic contexts.

Annotations permitted on cards. 

1 minute practice out loud in exam room permitted.

No repeat words in the passage.

Same SSC list applies to both tiers.

Assessed holistically.

5 sentences 4 sentences

35–40 words 50–55 words

Straightforward structures, mainly present tense 

with possible simple conditional / near future.

More complex structures, mainly present tense 

with possible simple conditional / near future.

Will contain an opinion.

Familiar vocabulary taken only from FT list 

(including on-list proper nouns).

More challenging vocabulary taken from both FT 

and HT lists (including on-list proper nouns).



Follow-on questions by tier

Foundation Higher

Two straightforward unseen questions related to the content of the passage 

(*not* comprehension questions)

Focus on student's own experience.

Present tense or simple conditional.

Q1 – like, using a set FT construction

Q2 – opinion, using a set FT construction

Q1 – like, using a variety of constructions

Q2 – opinion, using a set HT construction

One-word answers cannot be awarded full marks.



Read aloud mark schemes

HT:

FT:



Follow on questions – mark scheme
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Roleplay



Roleplay by tier

Foundation Higher

Based in one of 10 transactional settings (published in specification).

Defined range of interactions (published in specification).

Formal context (but no expectation for candidates to use formal register).

5 prompts (in English).

No prompt will rely on candidate producing a specific vocabulary item.

All prompts in present tense or simple 

conditional.

4 prompts in present tense or simple conditional; 

1 future timeframe.

Candidates required to ask one question (always 

prompt 5)

Candidates required to ask two questions 

(always prompt 5 and one other, excluding 

prompt 1)



Role play mark scheme
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Picture task and 

conversation



Picture task and conversation by tier

Foundation Higher

Choice of two colour pictures to describe from same thematic context (same pictures for FT / HT).

Always asked to describe PEOPLE, LOCATION, ACTIVITY

Two compulsory follow-on questions, based on student experience, related to the pictures.

Starting subject for conversation.

Expectation to cover present, past and future timeframes in conversation

Description recommended time 1.5–2 minutes

Conversation recommended time 3–3.5 minutes.

Description recommended time 2–2.5 minutes

Conversation recommended time 5–5.5 minutes.

Questions in present tense. Q1 in present tense (matches Q2 at FT); Q2 in 

past tense.

Mark schemes overlap at FT 5–6/7–8 and HT 1–2/3–4



Picture description



Picture description



Conversation



Picture description mark scheme FT



Picture description mark scheme HT



Compulsory questions mark scheme (both tiers)



Conversation mark scheme FT



Conversation mark scheme HT



AO2 grids



AO3 grids
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Application of mark 

schemes to exemplar 

material (French)



Read aloud and follow-on questions – FT 

28

What marks would 

you give?





Read aloud and follow-on questions – HT 

31

What marks would 

you give?



•



Picture description (Higher Tier)







Compulsory questions (Higher Tier) 



Conversation (Higher Tier)



What marks would you give?
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Resources and 

support



GCSE resources from Pearson

Pearson scheme of work

Higher 

Tier 

Student 

Book

Foundation

 Tier 

Student 

Book

Front of 

Class

Independent 

practice

Assessment 

& Insight

service

Pearson Edexcel’s paid-for resources, as well as resources endorsed by Pearson Edexcel, are not a pre-requisite for the delivery of Pearson Edexcel’s 

specifications. Paid-for resources may also be available from other publishers

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/modernlanguages/new-2024-french-german-and-spanish-gcse-resources


Phonics PPTs

Grammar 

quiz 

worksheets

Sentence builder grids

Answer PPTs

Skills worksheets

Speaking confidence 

worksheets

Audio files and 

transcripts



What is Pearson Revise for GCSE MFL?
Revision Guide for 

Spanish, French and 

German

£3.50 (with 50% schools' 

discount)

Revision content for the entire specification, including 

practice questions, exemplar responses and exam-focused 

hints and tips.

Plus:

• Audio for Speaking and Listening via QR code

• Quizzes for testing knowledge and vocab

• Videos on key assessment points and grammar

• Flashcards for self-testing of vocab

• Exam Practice Assistant for automatic writing feedback.

Revision Workbook

£3.50 (with 50% schools' 

discount)

Extensive write-in practice to complete throughout the 

course

Full set of practice papers

Audio for Speaking and Listening

Pearson Revise Online 

subscription 

£195/year

Give your school access to the online Revision Guide and 

online revision tools for French, Spanish and German.

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/gcse-revision/pearson-revise-for-gcse
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/gcse-revision/pearson-revise-for-gcse


Exam Practice Assistant

Automatic personalised marking and feedback of students’ 

writing, without the delays of self-marking!

• 36 exam-style Picture Description tasks (Foundation 

Writing paper) with personalised, expert-guided feedback. 

• 3 feedback levels to help build student confidence: 

Direct, Encouraging, and Accelerate.  

• Auto-created flashcards help target writing, grammar 

and spelling gaps. 

Online revision tools included with the Revision 
Guide

Also included:

• Online version of Revision Guide

• Audio for Speaking and Listening via QR code

• Quizzes for testing knowledge and vocab

• Videos on key assessment points and grammar

• Vocab flashcards for self-testing of every word on the vocab list. Plus, students can 

create their own.

Try it all with free teacher access 

to Pearson Revise Online:

https://www.pearsonschools.co.uk/

exampracticeassistant

https://www.pearsonschools.co.uk/exampracticeassistant
https://www.pearsonschools.co.uk/exampracticeassistant


Further training and resources
• Training currently available on the PD Academy:

o GCSE 2024 'How to conduct the speaking exam’ live and pre-record training

o Drop-in clinics

o New to Pearson Edexcel (which replaces our GRTT training)

o Unpacking the Writing Exam / Unpacking the Speaking Exam

o Effective Phonics Teaching for the Read Aloud and Dictation Tasks

o Mastering Dictation

o YouTube playlist of event recordings

• Training coming soon:

o Self-paced training of Unpacking the Speaking and Unpacking the Writing courses, with marking 
training.

• Speaking Guide Paper 1, Speaking – Teacher Guide (guides available for all papers) 

• Further exemplar material Pearson Edexcel GCSE French (2024) | Pearson qualifications

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses.html?tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5BcourseSubject%5D%5B0%5D=Languages&tpd_uk_prod%5BrefinementList%5D%5Bmotivation%5D%5B0%5D=secondary_uk
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_french_german_and_spanish_2024_speaking_assessment_support.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_modern_languages_2024_specifications_training_playlist.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/gcse_modern_languages_2024_specifications_training_playlist.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-1-speaking-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-1-speaking-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-1-speaking-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-2024-paper-1-speaking-teacher-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2024.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material


Review of today’s goals

• Brief recap of what's new and what's not in the 

Speaking paper

• Increase familiarity with the individual tasks and mark 

schemes

• Understand the application of the mark schemes to 

exemplar material (language specific)

• Know how to access resources, on-going support and 

upcoming training
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Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and are here 

to support you throughout the year.

Languages

Email: teachinglanguages@pearson.com 

Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535 

             (Mon–Fri, 9.00–17.00)

Book an appointment with your Subject Advisor

Sign up to receive regular updates from your Subject Advisor 

on qualification news and support for your subject.

Subject Advisor Support

Rebecca Waker

Languages

https://outlook.office365.com/book/PearsonLanguagesBookings@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find us on Facebook 

Pearson Edexcel Facebook Page

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook for the latest 

updates about our qualifications. You can also find 

the latest updates from JCQ and Ofqual here too.

Click here to find our page, or scan this code

Facebook Teacher Groups

Be sure to also join our Pearson Edexcel 

Languages teacher group on Facebook. Created to 

give Languages teachers a private, professional 

space to have discussions. The group is managed 

by your Subject Advisor.

Click here to join the group, or scan this code

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564320508035
http://www.facebook.com/groups/edexcellanguages/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564320508035


Find out more

For more professional development 
courses please see Pearson’s 
Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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